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this film for the unborn
Zachary after his dad,
Andrew Bagby, a young
doctor, was murdered by Zachary's pregnant mother.

Filmmaker Kurt Kuenne kisses 1-year-old Zachary
Turner, son of the late Andrew Bagby.

Kuenne and Bagby had been friends since their childhood in California, when
Bagby often appeared in Kuenne's home movies, which this film draws upon.

The filmmaker also travels thousands of miles, as far away as England,
interviewing members of Bagby's extended family and many pals, including
those from college and medical school.

But the film's focus shifts dramatically while Kuenne is traveling. After fatally
shooting Bagby after he broke off their engagement, Shirley Turner, also a
doctor, flees to her native Canada.

Turner and her lawyers work the legal system - with the help of doctors and
even, incredibly, a judge - to repeatedly delay her incarceration and extradition.

After Zachary's birth, she battles with Andrew's parents, David and Kathleen
Bagby, who close up their house and move to Newfoundland to seek justice.

Bagby's parents end up in the agonizing position of sharing the child with the
murderer of their son, even as they seek her extradition.

The footage of the four of them together is truly heartbreaking.

Given Turner's troubled history, it's entirely surprising when the situation
reaches an emotionally devastating climax. Bagby's parents stay in Canada to
crusade for judicial reform - and his father writes a best-selling book on the
subject.

This is a story that doesn't need schmaltzy violin music the filmmaker has
added to amp up the emotionality.

And Kuenne's tendency to overedit every shot to get in as many interviews as
possible (some last seconds) gets exhausting after a while.

But it's hard to deny that the intensely personal "Dear Zachary: A Letter to a
Son About His Father" is a gut-wrenching experience.

DEAR ZACHARY: A LETTER TO A SON ABOUT HIS FATHER
True-life horror.

Running time: 95 minutes. Not rated (profanity). At the Cinema Village, 12th
Street, east of Fifth Avenue.

lou.lumenick@nypost.com
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This story is typical of what is transpiring in Family Courts around the
country. It is a shame that the media refuses to expose the corruption and
harm that is being done to children as well as parents because it is profitable
for those working for the Family Court System.
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